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A Study of the Architectural Design Developments of Japan's
Pavilions at the World's Fair

Mohammad Reza Eskandari Rouzbahani

Abstract

Throughout the history of world's fairs, architectural approaches and trends have undergone fundamental changes and developments.
However, very limited research has been done on the architectural developments of national pavilions at the World's Fair. In this regard,
the present study tries to determine how Japan has expressed itself through architecture during world's fairs and what approaches it has
followed. The purpose of this study is to clearly understand the historical periods of Japan pavilions architecture in the World's Fair and
to regulate the types of architecture used by this country in this international arena. The present study has used library and electronic
studies with analytical-explanatory method and qualitative approach in order to achieve basic architectural strategies and approaches in
the presence of Japan pavilions. The pavilions architecture of Japan, with regard to similar features, has illuminated special historical
periods that have been analyzed, studied and organized in accordance with their content in the present study. The results show that four
historical periods have dominated the architectural design approaches and strategies of Japan's pavilions, Which include the following:
1. The use of traditional patterns and styles (1873-1933), 2. Combining modern style with Japanese patterns (1937-1939), 3. Application
of new technologies in combination with new Japanese patterns and approaches (1958-1992) and 4. Attention to environmental crises
and the development of sustainable architecture (2000-2015).

Keywords: World's Fair, Pavilion Architecture, Japan, Architectural Evolution, Architectural History.
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